
WHAT TO STUDY FOR CHAPTER 3 TEST

3. How did Columbus
reach the Americas?

In the late 1400’s King 
Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella, from Spain, 
wanted their share of the 
Asian spice trade. Even 
though he was Italian, 
they gave Columbus the 
money to sail to the East 
Indies across the Atlantic 
Ocean.

9.Why did the Spanish cross the 
Pacific?

• To explore and settle other Caribbean islands, 
conquer Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and Cuba, all by 
1511 still in search of a western route to Asia.

• Vasco Nunez de Balboa reached it by walking, 
for 25 days, across the Isthmus of Panama. He 
claimed it for Spain in 1513.

• It took Ferdinand Magellan’s expedition 3 years 
(1519-1522) to be the first one to sail across the 
Pacific and circumnavigate the world. 

• Their voyage  made Europeans aware of 
the true size of the Earth. 



13. What did the Europeans influence?

 Introduced the Americas to 
domestic animals like chickens.

Pigs, cattle, and horses escaped 
into the wild and spread rapidly 
through North America. 

Horses were used by Indians for 
riding and carrying heavy loads.

Brought plants like bananas (from 
the Canary Islands), oranges, 
lemons,  figs, bluegrass, the daisy, 
and the dandelion to North  
America.

Brought new diseases like smallpox 
and influenza which killed almost 
90% of the people in the 
Caribbean islands and in Mexico 
within a 75 year span.

12. What is the Columbian 
Exchange?

The transfer of food, medicine, 
government, technology, the 
arts, and language from one 
hemisphere to another was 
called the Columbian 
Exchange because trading 
between them began with the 
voyages of Columbus.



19. Who conquered the 

Incas?

 Spain's, Francisco Pizarro set out 
to take down the Incan empire 
with less than 200 soldiers.  

 In 1532, he captured the Incan 
emperor and later executed him.

 Without leadership, the Incan 
resistance collapsed and by 1535, 
Pizarro controlled most of the 
Incan empire.

 The fighting among themselves 

over control of their own 

government was their ultimate 

downfall.

14. What did Native Americans influence?

• Introduced Europeans to new customs and 
ideas.

• Introduced Europeans to valuable food 
crops like corn/maize, potatoes, beans, 
tomatoes, manioc, squash, peanuts, 
pumpkins, pineapples, blueberries, hot 
peppers, chilies, sweet potatoes. 

• Peoples diets changed and populations 
increased.

• They also passed skills onto Europeans.

• Using snowshoes, trapping beavers and 
other fur-bearing animals, paddling canoes, 
and political structuring 



21. Who explored the Spanish 
borderlands?

 The borderlands span from 
Florida to California in 
present day United States.

 In 1513, Juan Ponce de Leon 

traveled these parts looking for 

the legendary fountain of 

youth.

 Indians claimed that anyone 

who bathed in the magical 

water would remain young 

forever.

20. What were the reasons for the 
Spanish victories (over the Aztecs 
and Incas)?

 They had superior military equipment 

like steel armor and guns.  The 

Aztecs and the Incas relied on clubs, 

bows and arrows, and spears.

 The Aztecs didn’t fight as hard as 

they might have.  They hesitated to 

attack first because they first thought 

the Spanish were gods.

 Many Indians died from European 

diseases like the chickenpox, 

measles and influenza.



24. How did they settle New 
Spain?

 Spain let the conquistadors 

govern the land.  The king split 

the American lands into New 

Spain and Peru.  

 A code called the Laws of the 

Indies stated how the colonies 

should be organized and ruled. 

The code provided for three 
kinds of settlements 
(pueblos, presidios and 
missions).

23. Who were DeSoto and 
Coronado?

 Hernando DeSoto explored Florida and 

parts of the southeast looking for gold. 

He died on the Mississippi riverbank 

without finding his gold.

 Francisco Coronado heard legends 

about “seven cities of gold” and set out 

to find them.

 They met with little success because 

they were faced with strong Indian 

resistance to the north, they focused 

their efforts on bringing order to its 

empire in the south.



29. How was labor hard for 
Native Americans?

 Las Casas journeyed to Europe 

and asked the king of Spain to 

protect the Indians.  In the 

1540s, the royal government did 

pass laws prohibiting the 

enslavement of Native 

Americans.

28. What was society like in New 
Spain? What were the 4 social 

classes?

 There was a strict social class system in 

New Spain.

 Peninsulares held the highest job in 

government and the Church.

 Creoles were people born in to the 

Americas to Spanish parents

 Mestizos were people of mixed Spanish 

and Indian background.

 The lowest class was the Indians.



43. What was the Northwest 
Passage?

►It was thought to be a waterway 
through or around North 
America.

42.Why was there a 
search for the 
Northwest Passage?

►To look for new ways to 

reach the riches of Asia.

►Magellan’s route around 

South America seemed 

long and difficult.



46. What caused the rivalries 
among European Nations?

►There were religious divisions
that became known as the 

Protestant Reformation led by 

Martin Luther.

►Queen Elizabeth encouraged 

rivalries in the Americas over 

lands and goods found in 

North America

44. Why was it a failure?

►Although the explorers failed 
to find a northwest passage 

to Asia the rulers of Western 
Europe did find a way to 
profit from the region’s rich 
resources.



50.Why was it a disastrous 
start?

►A group of 105 colonists 

arrived in Virginia and sailed 

into Chesapeake Bay building 

their homes along the James 

River.

►They soon discovered the 

water was unhealthy and 

mosquitos spread malaria

►Many settlers suffered and 

died from disease.

49. Who were the rivals in the fur 
trade? 

►The French (New France) and the 

Dutch (New Netherland) were rivals 

in the fur trade 

► both sought alliances with Native 
Americans



54.Why did they have the problem 
of starvation?

►They faced this major problem 

because they were not planting 

enough crops which resulted in the 

colony running out of food.

►At times of warfare, Native 

Americans refused to supply them 

with food unless the colonists seized 

it from them.

53. Who had the problem of 
starvation?

►The Jamestown colonists



59.Why were women in Virginia?

 Very few women had come to 

Virginia before The Virginia 

Company sent about 100 women to 

help “make the men more settled”, 

in 1619.

 This shipload of women quickly 

found husbands.

 They survived the hardships of 

Virginia better than men.

57. What was the House of 
Burgesses?

►The House of Burgesses was an 

assembly that marked the 

beginning of representative 

government where voters elect 

representatives to make laws for 

them.



63. What was life like in the 
European States in the 
1500’s?

 It wasn’t easy for people to 

practice religion freely 

 Christians were divided into 

Protestants and Roman Catholics

 The “chosen religion” of rulers 

was known as the established 

church

 People who didn’t follow the 

established church were 

persecuted.

61. Why did the 1st Africans come 
to the Colonies?

►Records show that there were 32 

Africans living in Virginia by 1619 and 

later that year a Dutch ship brought 

20 more Africans to sell to colonists 

who needed laborers to grow 

tobacco.

► The colonists valued the agricultural 

skills that they brought with them.

► The number of Africans coming to 

Virginia continued to increase due to 

the demand for planation laborers. 



68. How did they get help 
from the Native 
Americans?

►Squanto helped by bringing 
them seeds of native plants 
like corn, beans, and 
pumpkins and showing 
them how to plant them.

►He also taught the settlers 
how to catch eels from 
nearby rivers with their bare 
hands.

64. What was the Mayflower 
Compact?

►It was a pledge to unite into 
a “civil body politic” or 
government.

►They agreed to make and 
abide by laws that insured 
“the general Good of the 
Colony.”


